IIO                                        LENIN

These rascals make me furious ! It makes me sick to hear them, or about
them; and It makes me still more sick to think of collaborating with them.3'**
With the collapse of "ZimmerwaicP the fight for the new International
had to be shifted to new ground. Lenin issued a call for the formation of a
newa really socialists International^ and for the organization in all countries
of proletarian parties of the new type, which should have no connection
whatever with the old bankrupt parties,, and be capable of leading the mass
revolutionary struggle for Socialism.

"I see and know absolutely definitely/' he wrote., "that the question of
the programme and tactics of the new Socialism, of genuine revolutionary
Marxism^ and not of putrid Kautskyism3 is on the order of the day every-
where."**

Lenin stood out as the genuine leader of the international working-class
movement who was laying the foundations for the new5 Communist In-
ternational.

At the beginning of 1917 Lenin noted a turn in world politics from
imperialist war to imperialist peace. The war had greatly exhausted both
belligerent coalitions. In the course of the war the resources and military
potentialities of each had become sufficiently defined^ and the strength of
the armies and navies had been tested and weighed. The shortage of raw
materials and food became increasingly acute. The bourgeoisie saw no
prospects of making further profit out of the war. The growth of anger and
discontent among the masses, the growing revolutionary struggle of the
workers, and the unrest among the soldiers at the front were symptoms of a
revolutionary situation in Europe. The capitalists, dreading the approaching
revolution, hastened to conclude an imperialist peace. The phrasemongering
of the social-pacifists about it being possible to achieve a democratic peace
without a socialist revolution served as a convenient screen behind which the
imperialists could prepare for the conclusion of a predatory peace. ^ The pro-
letariat and its Party had to be ready and determined for revolutionary action.
All Lenin's activities were now directed towards preparing the working
dass and its party ideologically, politically and organizationally for the fight
for the socialist revolution. A most important factor in this was the works
he wrote in this period on the question of the state.

The question of that fundamental tenet of the Marxist theory, namely,
proletarian dictatorship, had already been dealt with by Lenin in his earlier
works, The imperialist war had created a revolutionary situation. The
question of the proletarian revolution and of the proletariat capturing power
was on the order of the day. Lenin therefore sat down once again to study
this question.

The traitors to Socialism, the opportunists, the social-chauvinists and the
Kautskyites, did aH they could to confuse this issue and to hush up Marx's
real views about it. By their -wilful distortion and misinterpretation of
Maoism, and their efforts to rob it of its revolutionary content, the oppor-
tunists tried to cover up tHeir renunciation of the proletarian revolution and of
the proletarian dictatorship.

Lenin was furious with the way the opportunists brazenly distorted
Marxism, for lie was always prepared to fight to the bitter end for the purity
of Marxas revolutionary doctrine*      In this period* when he was working
Intensely cm the question of the state* he wrote to Inessa Armand:
*
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